ARIZONA HIGH INTENSITY DRUG TRAFFICKING AREA
Opri0ID MONITORING INITIATIVE

ONE TEAM
ONE FIGHT &

Methamphetamine-Related Overdose Deaths 7 5%

June 9, 2025

This product is in response to a request from the Arizona National Guard — Drug Demand Reduction
and Outreach Unit for information regarding methamphetamine-related overdose deaths in Arizona
for calendar years 2023 and 2024. Please note this product contains all drug overdose deaths, including
opioid-related, plus non-fatal opioid overdose events and other drug types involved in overdoses. This
product also contains information regarding methamphetamine seizures, pricing, and other factors
related to methamphetamine overdose deaths.

OVERVIEW

Arizona’s top drug threats in 2024 included opioids and stimulants, such as fentanyl, cocaine, and
methamphetamine. Arizona continues to face a public health crisis in polydrug overdoses. In 2024,
there were 2,735 drug overdose deaths in Arizona, according to preliminary data from various Arizona
County Medical Examiner Offices. This is a 9.5% decrease from the 3,023 drug overdose deaths reported
in those counties in 2023. Overall, most counties experienced a decrease in drug-related deaths during
2024.

Although methamphetamine accounts for many of the “one substance” involved in overdose deaths,
fentanyl accounts for the majority of all polydrug overdose deaths (see Figure 1, page 2). In 2024,
Arizona had 1,651 opioid overdose deaths, a 13.8% decrease from the 1,915 reported in 2022, according
to the Arizona Department of Health Services (ADHS) preliminary data as of June 5, 2025. It is
important to note there were 4,048 non-fatal opioid overdoses in Arizona during 2024, an 18.2%
increase compared to the 3,425 reported in 2022. In 2024, 97.9% of the opioid-related overdose deaths
involved prescription/synthetic drugs, which include fentanyl. The top five counties with the highest
rate of opioid overdose deaths per 100,000 residents were Mohave, Pima, Maricopa, Graham, and
Coconino (see Figure 2, page 3).
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Figure 1: Drugs Involved in Arizona Overdose Deaths in 2024

2024
Drugs Involved in Arizona Overdose Deaths

5 Substances

4 Substances 4% 1 Substance Resulting in Death
1 Subsiance . Methamphetamine (M) 645 58%
= Fentanyl (F) 201 18%

2 Substances Resulting in Death
Meth & Fentanyl 510 56%
Fentanyl+ 1 (non-meth) 183 20%

6%
3 Substances
16%

2 Substances
33%

3 Substances Resulting in Death
F&M +1 (No P-FF*) 260 59%
F&M & P-FF* 59 13%

* Para-Fluorofentanyl

Source: Arizona County Medical Examiners, as of April 13, 2025

ANALYST NOTE: There were many drug overdose deaths that involved multiple drugs simultaneously.
The top three most commonly involved drugs were considered for the purposes of this product. The
figure above represents case counts of the specific drug category “Substance(s) Resulting in Death”
involved in overdose deaths. The percentages noted per substance are particular to that substance
involved and case count and will not match the total percentages noted in the pie chart.

DATA SET NOTE: The participating Arizona County Medical Examiners included Apache, Cochise,
Coconino, Gila, Graham, La Paz, Maricopa, Pima, Pinal, Santa Cruz, Yavapai, and Yuma Counties, with
partial data from Navajo County.

PROVISIONAL DATA STATEMENT: The 2024 data is provisional and subject to revision until thoroughly
reviewed and entered for final approval. Data users are cautioned to carefully consider the provisional
nature of the information before using it for decisions that concern personal or public safety or the
conduct of business that involves substantial monetary or operational consequences.
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Figure 2: 2024 Arizona Counties Opioid Overdose Fatality Rates per 100,000 People

Source: ADHS — Arizona Vital Statistics, Death Certificates, as of May 8, 2025

DATA SET NOTE: The 2024 opioid overdose fatality rates are per 100,000 people and are based on 2023
population data from the ADHS Bureau of Public Health Statistics. The county refers to the patient’s
residence county. The counties indicated in white or with an asterisk (*) include data points based on
fewer than six counts. To prevent the public disclosure of personally identifying information, data
points based on fewer than 6 counts are not displayed, and detailed charts are not shown for counties
with fewer than 12 counts.

PROVISIONAL DATA STATEMENT: The 2024 data is provisional and subject to revision until thoroughly
reviewed and entered for final approval. Data users are cautioned to carefully consider the provisional
nature of the information before using it for decisions that concern personal or public safety or the
conduct of business that involves substantial monetary or operational consequences.
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METHAMPHETAMINE

Methamphetamine is a highly addictive stimulant that increases the human body functions such as
heart rate, blood pressure, respiration, and body temperature, according to the Drug Enforcement
Administration (DEA). High doses of methamphetamine can cause convulsions, cardiovascular
collapse, multiple organ issues caused by overheating, stroke, or death. Methamphetamine is
swallowed, snorted, injected, or smoked. Methamphetamine is produced and trafficked by Mexican
Transnational Criminal Organizations (TCOs) which dominate the U.S. market.! A majority of the drug
enters the United States at the Southwest Border which includes Arizona, according to the DEA.
Mexican TCOs are among the world’s leading producers of illicit drugs, such as fentanyl,
methamphetamine, and heroin; they also control the wholesale trafficking of these drugs, and others
such as cocaine, into the United States.?

Methamphetamine has been seized in various forms such as powder, pills, or in a solution, according
to the DEA. In 2024, the DEA seized 50,575 kilograms of methamphetamine, which is a 27.0%
decrease compared to 2023 (69,234 kilograms).3 However, methamphetamine pill seizures by the
DEA increased by 23.0% between 2023 and 2024 (from 2.6 million pills in 2023 to 3.2 million in 2024).*
Methamphetamine is often sold as counterfeit pharmaceutical pills like Adderall or disguised as
MDMA tablets, according to the DEA. Having it available in pill or tablet form is an attempt at
attracting a new user base by supplementing or replacing a more expensive product (MDMA) with a
cheaper, more easily obtained drug such as methamphetamine.> During 2024, the
methamphetamine seizures processed in the DEA’s sampling group averaged 95% purity, according
to the DEA’s Methamphetamine Profiling Program (see Figure 3, page 4). Between 2021 and 2024,
the purity of methamphetamine has remained stable at an average purity in the 95 percentile across
the United States, according to the DEA.

Figure 3: 2017 — 2024
Methamphetamine Percent Purity
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Source: DEA Methamphetamine Profiling Program

12345 Drug Enforcement Administration 2025 National Drug Threat Assessment; retrieved June 4, 2025 at National Drug
Threat Assessment.
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https://www.dea.gov/documents/2025/2025-05/2025-05-13/national-drug-threat-assessment
https://www.dea.gov/documents/2025/2025-05/2025-05-13/national-drug-threat-assessment

Overall, overdose deaths involving psychostimulants (like methamphetamine) decreased by 20.6%
between 2023 and 2024 in the United States, according to the provisional data by the National Center
for Health Statistics — Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).

In Arizona, there was a 14.0% increase in methamphetamine-related overdose deaths between 2021
and 2024 and a slight increase in methamphetamine-related overdose deaths between 2023 and
2024 (see Figure 4, page 5). In 2024, there were 1,655 methamphetamine-related overdose deaths
in Arizona. During the same year, 60.5% of the total Arizona drug overdose deaths involved
methamphetamine. It is important to note that in 2024, fentanyl and methamphetamine were the
most common drugs involved in drug overdose deaths in Arizona.

e The age groups with the highest methamphetamine-related overdose deaths in 2024 were
55-64, followed by 35-44 and 45-54 (see Figure 5, page 6).

e During 2024, males had the highest methamphetamine-related overdose deaths at 76.0%,
with females at 24.0% (see Figure 6, page 6).

In Arizona, methamphetamine-related overdose deaths tend to be higher during the summer
months. The ambient heat may contribute significantly to methamphetamine-related overdose
deaths during the summer months in Arizona.

Figure 4: 2021 - 2024
Methamphetamine-Related Overdose Deaths in Arizona

Source: Arizona County Medical Examiner Offices, as of May 13, 2025
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Figure 5: 2024 — Methamphetamine-Related Overdose Deaths in Arizona
by Age Group
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Source: Arizona County Medical Examiner Offices, as of May 13, 2025

Figure 6: 2024 — Methamphetamine-Related Overdose Deaths in Arizona
by Sex

B Male m Female

Source: Arizona County Medical Examiner Offices, as of May 13, 2025

DATA SET NOTE: The participating Arizona County Medical Examiners included all counties except
Mohave and Greenlee; data is as of May 13, 2025.

PROVISIONAL DATA STATEMENT: The 2024 data is provisional and subject to revision until thoroughly
reviewed and entered for final approval. Data users are cautioned to carefully consider the provisional
nature of the information before using it for decisions that concern personal or public safety or the
conduct of business that involves substantial monetary or operational consequences.
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OTHER IMPORTANT FACTORS

In 2024, there was a four percent decrease in the methamphetamine price per pound in Arizona
compared to 2023, according to the Arizona HIDTA Threat Assessment 2026. All the Arizona HIDTA
Initiatives reported a high level of methamphetamine availability in their areas of responsibility, 21%
higher than last year.! Methamphetamine seizures (in kilograms) in Arizona between calendar years 2023
and 2024 remained the same with no significant change. Since 2021, there has been a gradual increase
in methamphetamine-related overdose deaths, which corresponds to the gradual decrease in
methamphetamine price per pound.

Figure 7: 2024 — Methamphetamine-Related Overdose Deaths
and Methamphetamine Price Per Pound in Arizona
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Source: Arizona County Medical Examiner Offices, as of May 13, 2025; Arizona HIDTA
Threat Assessment 2026

1 Arizona High Intensity Drug Trafficking Area Threat Assessment 2026.
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ABOUT THE ARIZONA HIGH INTENSITY DRUG TRAFFICKING AREA (HIDTA)

The Arizona HIDTA’s mission is to facilitate, support, and enhance collaborative drug control efforts
among law enforcement agencies and community-based organizations with a common voice and
unified strategy and thereby significantly reduce the impact of illegal trafficking and use of drugs
throughout Arizona.

In 2017, Arizona HIDTA received funding through a Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration (SAMHSA) grant awarded to the State of Arizona to launch the Arizona Opioid
Monitoring Initiative (OMI). The OMI assists in identifying, predicting, and reducing the number of
opioid-related fatalities and overdoses by sharing current data/trends with law enforcement,
healthcare providers, and communities to promote public safety and education. Questions, comments,
or information regarding this product can be directed to the Arizona Opioid Monitoring Initiative at
OMI@azhidta.org.
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